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A NOTE ON THE GENUSIDIOTETTIX OSBORN

(HOMOPTEKA, CICADELLIDAe)

By Jenaro Maldonado Capriles, College of Agricidture and Mechanic

Arts, Mayague 3, Puerio Eico

In this paper a new species of Idiotettix is described, and

Idiocerus magnus Osborn is redescribed and assigned to this

genus. The author is greatly indebted to Dr. D. A. Young Jr.,

of the U. S. Department of Agriculture, for reviewing the

manuscript and making several suggestions; to Dr. George

M^allace, of the Carnegie Museum, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania,

for lending the type of Idiocerus magnus, and to Dr. J. N.

Kuull, Ohio State University, for allowing the examination of

the type species of Idiotettix deposited in the collection of the

university.

Idiotettix magnus (Osborn), iieAv combination

Idiocerus magnns Osboni, 1923. Ann. Carnegie Mus. 15 (1) : 13.

Male. —Cro^^^l relatively short, slightly shorter at middle than near

eyes ; face longer than wide ; upper extremities of elypeus elearly de-

fined, lateral edges gently curved to clypellus ; clypellus slightly wider

at tip than at base, twice as long as basal width ; lora arcuate, reaching

above middle of lateral edges of elypeus. Pronotum four times as long

as the crown, less than twice as long as wide, hind margin shallowly

concave; scutellum broad at base, slightly longer than pronotum.

Dull gray; head and pronotum tinged Avith rufous or bro\\-n ; dark

spot on crown near eyes; numerous irregular arcs and dots or dashes

on front; clypellus with a large spot at base, its apex black; facial

sutures black; pronotum with irregular blackish irrorations; scutellum

black on disk, with dark triangular spots on basal angles; forewing trans-

lucent, veins blackish brown, clavus with fuscous spots at middle and

apex; two transverse fuscous or blackish bars across apical cell. Thorax

yellowish with some sutures blackish; hind coxae blackish at apex, legs

with femora fuscous, tibiae at apex and tarsi blackish brown. Abdomi-

nal sterna blackish brown, with narrow yellowish apical margin. Pygofer

yellowish, inner margin from base to apex brownish, spines bro^^Ti. ,

Male genitalia. —Style with posterior end very long and slender, up-

curved near apex; connective twice as long as wide, with posterior end

produced much more than in any of the genitalia previously described,

shallowly bilobed and expanded at tip; pygofer with two well developed

lobes, the upper one ending in a sharp upcurved spine, lower lobe

blunt at tip; aedeagus C shaped, pointing cephalad, with basal half

flattened, with two small slender, backward pointed spines near tip,

eaudad to these spines with a small dorsal membranous area, figs. 1-5.

Length, 10.0 mm.
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The description of color is slightly modifiecl from Osborn's
original description. The greater size of the posterior end of

the connective and the two small spines at the tip of the

aedeagus make the genitalia of this species very distinctive

and different from all of Nast's species. Like Idiot ettix lautus

Nast, I. fasciat'us Osborn, and I. hrunneiis this species has
arcs on the face ; it can be separated from lautus Nast by the

shape of the genitalia and the absence of stripes on the prono-
tum, from fasciatus Osborn by the absence of the four longi-

tudinal stripes on the pronotum and from l>runneus Osborn
by the numerous spots on the forewing.

Type. —Holotype $ , collected sweeping on an island in

Rio Guapore, San Antonio de Guapore, Brazil, July 26, 1909.

Haseman collector. Carnegie Museum Ace. No. 4043.

Idiotettix festivus, new species

Male. —Cro'wii relatively short, slightly longer at middle than next to

eye ; face longer than wide ; upper extremities of clypeus clearly defined,

lateral edges gently curved to clypellus, with slight pilosity; clypellus

slightly wider at base than at apex, nearly twice as long as basal width;

lora arcuate, reaching above middle of lateral edges of clypeus; genae

with scarce pilosity. Pronotum four times as long as crown, less than

twice as long as wide, hind margin shallowly concave; scutellum broad

at base, equal in length to pronotum.

Head from base of antennae to cro^vn reddish, with a bluish vitreous

area on disc of crovsTi, with three transverse pale orange bands, one

between antennal bases, one slightly below, and one slightly above ocelli;

remaining parts of face stramineous; eyes blackish browTi. Pronotum

wine red, hind margin with a dark olive green transverse band ; scutellum

wine red, disc with a lighter small area; clavus wine red, with four

olive green elongate spots, the first anterior two transverse, the posterior

two longitudinal ; costal area wine red, remaining portions of wing

almost black, with six large elongate and two small ovoid olive green

spots, the last four large spots caudad after the two small spots, fig. 10.

Thorax stramineous, with several irregular blackish areas ; femora stra-

mineous; first and second tibiae darker, hind tibiae brownish; abdominal

sterna yellow, with semicircular blackish-bro^\Ti spots on first three, cor-

responding spots broader and less curved on last two sterna. Valve

yellowish, plate blackish brown at apex and fading to yellowish at base.

Male ffenitalia.— Styles with apical portion very long and slender, up-

curved near apex ; connective with posterior end short, bilobed
; pygof er

with lower lobe poorly developed, pointed, upper lobe with a notch near

apex, pointed; aedeagus C-shaped, short, pointed cephalad, sharply

pointed at apex, without accessory spines, apical half very thin as seen

from behind, with a small process pointed caudad, basal half flattened,

attached to the connective where basal half begins to flatten, figs. 6-9.

Length 10.0 mm.
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Idiotettix magnus (Osborn) : Fig. 1, lateral view of genital capsule;
fig. 2, tip of style; fig. 3, dorsal view of connective and styles; fig. 4,

lateral view of aedeagus; fig. 5, posterior view of aedeagus. Idiotettix

festivus, new species: Fig. 6, lateral view of genital capsule; fig. 7,

lateral view of aedeagus; fig. 8, dorsal view of connective and styles;

fig. 9, tip of style; fig. 10, pattern of spots of forewing.
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The general shape of the genitalia of this species is very

close to that of stigmatus Nast, bnt the aedeagus is very

different in lacking accessory spines. The absence of mark-
ings on the face below the antenna and the different colora-

tion of the wings will also separate these two species. Like
Idiotetiix magnificus (Osborn), I. holiviana Osb., 7. stigmatus

Nast, I. columhianus Nast, and I. invitus Nast this species

lacks blackish arcs on the face. It can be separated from
niagnificus by having only one transverse band on the prono-

tnm and this on the hind margin ; from holiviama by the ab-

sence of any dark markings on the face below the antennae
and having only one transverse band on the pronotnm ; and
from the last three species by the genitalia.

Type. —Holotj^pe $ , upper Cunucunuma River, Territorio

Amazonas, Venezuela, S. A. April 28, 1950. Collector J.

Maldonado Capriles. U. S. N. M. no. 62273.

"With the two species here discussed the genus Idiotettix

now includes 10 species, namely: holiviana Osborn (1929:

466), Irunneus Osb. (1929:467), columhianus Nast (1952:2),

fasciatus Osb. (1929:466), festivus n. sp., irivitus Nast (1952:

3), lautus Nast (1952:3), magnificus (Osb.) (1924:424), mag-
nus (Osb.) (1923:13) and si iginat us Nast (1952:2).
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